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REGISTRATION AND SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE -

. BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA . :
- , DATE_October &, 1983
I : .

FULL NAME _Kerry S. Ruch (nickname: "Sunshme") :

(No ipitials 1f you can possxbly get full name?
ADDRESS_.__ 1460 N. Webster B0 Box 661 ‘
CITY___ . . Naverville : STATE IL I ZIP CODE_60540.
DATE OFBIR’I.’H 10/ /5t . *fg'fh’is is important and shoulc,i&"be exact)

APP‘{OXIMATE AGE ) (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known)

RELIGION bnknown g ".NAIIQNALITY German/American
R A

OCCUPATION Own painting b\LSmesg - Soor: fics  F

AT
EDUCATION High school and atterx‘ding TGec')‘i'maW.'}Hiams College, Downers Grove. {l.

WEIGHT 165 __COLOR_White . Ruddv HEIGHT ___5'9"

COLOR OF HAIR _Dark Brown ' COLOR OF EYES Unknown

OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS Officiates high school sports; a "loner”

MARRIED OR SINGLE _ Simgle . . 'CHILDREN None -
R (Numher, ages, and names, if possible)

WIFE'S NAME None |

SCOUTING CONNECTIONS:

UNIT # CITY “STATE ey AQFFICE DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED
T 106 (SA) Naperville L, 4, - Wheaton /8l -~
SPECIAL RECOGNITION 20 vear vererin - 5/31

RECOMMENDED FOR CONFIDENTIAL FILE FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: ". ‘

Al

W

[]. CONVICTION OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT ‘ ; smssmmmmn REPORTS

: | --«
'[[] OFFICIAL CHARGES OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT (REVIEW) O UNSUBS’I’ANTIATED REHORTS

SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YCU TO RECOMMEND INDIVIDUAL FOR CONFIDEN'I’IAL FILE
AND LIST SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:

See attached. '

NOTED NOTED

0CT3 33 ‘ M
@EJ

way 31 34

- ' M JOSEPH L. Ang
= STARCN it
v Council

a1 20683
|
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Ricnara H. Laet
Zxscutive Yice Presigent

September 20, 1984 .

S

Mr. Kerty S. Rucﬁ;
P. 0. Box 66l = - -
Naperville, Illinois

Dear Mr. Ru;h:v

60540

Sta d Qil Company (Indiana)

2C0 Zast Ranacion Crive
Pest Cffice 3ox £310A
Chicago. lilinois 50630
312-255-35C4

This is to inform you that the Regiomal Raview Committee
has reviewed your case.

As you can see from the attached minutes of their meeting,
the Regional Review Committee affirmed the DuPage Area
Council's action in this matter.

This will end this matter unless you desire to nave further
review by the National Council. Similar procedures as those
established in the region will be instigated by the Vational
Council if you request the action. If so, you should contacc
Mr. David Park, 3oy Scouts of America, 1323 Walnut Hill Lane,
Irving, Tx. 73062-129%. '

~

T \
\/ 7\35.{’.‘_.-.
?h.,l

cc: J. W. Pinderski

bcec: Mr. David Parke

Mr. R.. Birkmeier -
Mr. Merritt Daane
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East Central Region — Boy Scouts of America

, ' 601 Harger Road, Oak Brook, illinois 60521
SCOUTING/USA Telephone: 312 654-2090

September 12, 1984

il
—]
Paerverenamd
:‘:—u
‘-—-—-—e

Mr. Richard H. Leet .
‘Executive Vice President
. Standard Oil Company {(Indiana)

200 East Randolph Drive

Chicago, IL 60601

Dear Dick:
RE: REGIONAL REVIEZW COMMITTEE
DuPage Area Ccuncil
Decision Re: Xerxry S. Ruch
P. O. Box 661
Naperville, IL 80540 -
Following up mv recent letter, the prccedure reguires that a
copy of the committee's decision (enclosed) be sent to
Mz. Ruch by you as Regional President. :
The additional notes are fcr vour eves only.
Singerelv,
ey .
4 \: /,/ . n
; ca_ |
/ %
Jerome W. Pinderski

vh

Enclosure . .

cc: Nelscn L. Carter, Area Director, Area Three
Elbert W. Aspinall, Associate Area Director, Area Three

|
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EAST CENTRAL REGION . .SOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

MINUTES

Regional Review Committee for Xerry S. Ruch
Friday, August 24, 1984, 11:00 a.m. [

Offices of Jerome W. Pinderski

CCNFIDENTIAL

All members of the Review Committse were present as follows:

Jerome W. Pinderski, Chairman
John C. Jadel

Grant Herman

Eugene M. Xinney

Richard H. Mills

(Elbert W. Aspinall, Associate Area Director served as secretary)

To begin, the committee agreed that their decision would be based con a
majority vote, and that the chairman would se included in the wvote.

- Each membexr of the commititee has reviewed in detail all of the
decumentation for this case and had carefully noted thelr areas
of concern. .

- Zach member of the committee, in turm, eﬁpressed their thoughts and
concerns regarding the incidents which were descriked in detvail v i
Mr. Ruch's letters himselZ, andé by other principals related to this
oceurrence.

- Tollowing considerahle discussion and raview on the xeticn cf
Suége Richard H. Mills, seconded bv Zugens Xinney, z=hat the
Regional Review Committee affirm the DuPages arxea Council's action
in this matter. The motion passed unanimously.

~ The secretary was instructed to draft the necessary letters for \
the chairman's signature, to racord che decisions of this cemmitiee.
MEETING ADJOURNED

Respectfully submitted,

ELBERT W. ASPINALL, aAssociate Arxea Director
East Central Region, Illinois

WA /vn
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Friday, August 24, 198 11:00 a.m. ‘
offices of Jerome W. P erski

CONFIDENTIAL
COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Eugene Xinney: No real denial of the facts as charged. Ruch did

comment and then discuss his reasons for the action. |
He gave a very weak defense. Gene is really concerned !

that this person might get into a leadership position

where he would be responsible for a number of children. ;

Jack Jadel: Agreed with Gene Xinney and expressed his concern for

Ruch's single involvement as a leadar with Scouts.

Jack also expressed a concern for the vendetta of Mr. Ruch

against Walt Johnson.

Dick Mills: Commented that something is wrong with this gquy. He is
concerned about the liability of his future actions.
Ruch has made his own record, admits to all these things
that he told us in his letters about his actions, and
he defends them. Ruch clearly admitted that he &id what
he said and that ne had done this before with other boys.

v

Grant Herman: He made no effort to verify his character, and there was

no record of others related in the council or troop =o

verify his character or support the significance of his

long tenure in the Boy Scouts of America.

Jerome Pinderski: = Has talked with profassiscnals regarding & ose who have

Ruch's problems. Thesge prefessionals indicate Shar

there

is a definite indication that he has a fattish Sor children
and that he could go over this threshold at any time in

the near or distant futurs.

In general, individual committse members expressed concerz about Zhe axTesura
the 3oy Scouts of America in supvorting a le

of

adexr with these problems. Acctions of

this nature by Scouting leaders was definitely undesirable for Scouting, and gut
the program in a very vulnerable situaticn. The committee agraed that we (the BSA)
should not take a chance on behalf of the young people~-the risk is far toco great.

The committee felt that there was a definite need for Ruch to continue to get
professional help in deallng with his problems.

ELBERT W. ASPINALL
Associate Area Dirsctor
Area Three, Illinois

EWA/vh
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Mr. Richard H. Leet
2504 Brookwood Drive
Flossmoor, IL 60422

Dear Mr. Leet:

As you requested, the Regional Review Committee as appointed by
you, which I chair, met on Friday, August 24, 1984. The commitiee
studied the decision of the DuPage Area Council as related to their
denial of membership as a Scouting leader to Xerry S. Ruch.

After reviewing all of the materials related, which included very
detailed letters from Mr. Ruch himself, the committee unanimously
voted to aifirm the action of the DuPage Area Council in this
matter.

Sincerely,

Jerome W. 2Pinderski
Chairman

Erclosure: Meeting ainutas

//;' / " — /; -
o PRI g
I ; i< i - J
Lo T - LSy T =
v /q' ' y s o . 7 J' 7/
~ N el e A
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

%, EAST CENTRAL REGION, 501 Harger Road
Oak Brook, IL 60521 312/654-2090

8/29/84

TO: Jerry Pinderski

THESE ARE SUPPLEMENTAL NOTSS THAT I
PERSONALLY WCULD NOT MAKE A PART OF

THE PUBLISHED MINUTES UNLESS YOU THOUGHT
THEY SHOULD BE.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTICNS, PLEASE GIVE
A CALL.

EL ASPINALL

" El Aspinall

Associate Area Director

Plaintiff's Exhibit 17
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PINDERSKI & PINDERSKI, LTD.
ATTCRNEYS AT LAW
115 WEST CCLFAX - PALATINE, ILLINCIS B0C67 - (312) 353-5220 TELEX 2CEC41
JEACME ‘N. PINCERSK!

JERCME W. PINDERSKI, JR.
PAUL C. PINDERSK! .

TO: Regional Review Committee
Grant Herman
John C. Jadel
Eugene M. Kinney
Hon. Richard H. Mills
Elbert W. Aspinal, Secretary

FROM: Jerome W. Pinderski, Chairman

SUBJECT: Regicnal appeal for Review of Decision of DuPage Area
Council, B.S.A. to suspend the Registration of
Kenny Ruch.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the entire file of the DuPage
Arsa Council Review Committee, the Council's decision to suspend
the Registration of Xenny Ruch and Mr. Ruch's request for
Regional Review. :

Our role as a review body is set forth on pags 3 of Appendix C at
varagraph B. "Procedures to be followed by Region.” Because tais
is such a sensitive matter, I have schedulzd a confersnce at 1y
office, 115 West Colfax, Palatine, Illinois (map enclosed) on
August 24, 1984 at 11:00 a.m.

?&Kcerely, e

y erome W. Pinderski -

~

.......

Plaintiff's Exhibit 17
Page 9 of 54

CONF000212
DYKES_|_ 000211



. Sta¥rd Cil Company (Indiana)

200 East Randotph Jrive

Post Office dox £910A

Chicago, Hlino:s 60530

312-856-3504 |

Richard H. Leet
Exacutive Vice Presigent

July 23, 1984 |

‘Mr. Kertry S. Ruch
P. 0. Box 661
Naperville, Illincis 60540

Dear Mr. Ruch:

I have your letter of July 9, 1984 requesting a Regional
Review.

A review panel under the chairmanship of area vice president
Jerome W. Pinderski has been appointed. You can expect to
hear from Mr. Pinderski in the near furure.

Sincerely,

Richard H. Leet |
- Regional President

bece: RESESEBEvKSNEIEDy

JUL 26 1354

Regional Directar }

A 33®7)

Fast Centraj Region

FiLs

AD
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June 1, 1984

Mr. Walter D. Johnson

Scout Executive

Dupage Area Council, No. 148

PERSCNAL AND CONPIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Kerry S. Ruch

Dear wWalter:

Thank you for the detailed information concerning the akbove Scouter., we
have reviewed this case with our Attorney and have now placed this man on

the Confidential File.

Sincerely,

Paul I. Ernst, Director
Registration Subscription &
Statistical Service

tk

"

cc: Sast Central

Plaintiff's Exhibit 17
Page 11 of 54
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day 21, 1984

Mr. Xerry Ruch
P, O. Box 561
Yaperville, Illinois 60540

Dear Mr. Ruch:

I have read your letter with interest. You must make the decision now about
what you wish to do. The situation has been acted upon by the local council
and reviewed by a panel of distingquished Scouters.

However, the Boy Scouts of America provide you the ovvortunity to request
another review by the regional committee that would be apvointed by myselZ.

This committee would review all of the various facets of vour request and

make a determination either confirming or modifying the local council's decision.
A report of the proceedings would be made to the Jational Council of the 3oy
3couts of America.

Please writz me should vou wish to request a review by a regional commitiece.

Sincerely,

Richard . Leet
oresident, Zast Central Region
2oy Scauts of america

REL/rab '

3CC: Robert C. Birkemeier, Regional Director
Dan Walker, President, DuPage Area Council

Nalter D. Jonnson, Scout Zxecutive .

Du Page "Area Council
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w“‘
5iﬁiv7tu?£'
sﬁ Dear Mr‘.ot, ‘
Yhe - aoi & bl a +t J 3 b R es v
355-3135 When I went to region to Pforece Yalt uohm?on into appoint
:Q[nth“e‘ ing an OA :dvisor (which we had teen without for over a year
®m ‘ “
ode although Valt claims it was only Zour months), I told Al Zspancl
PQBOX 661
"?géﬁ%%é‘z that if Walt ever found out that I was making waves, he'd have
34

me out of Scouting. Al told me e didn't believe we but I

ass ured nim that Walt was indeed a vindictive mpan. When Wali did find out {

K]

that it was I, ne told certain veoole (who will not testify out of fear} that
if he had his way, I would be s=liminated from Scouting. I suppose it'a my own
fault that I supplied him with such a chance, although I did so completely
inrocently. \fter careful consideration, between 2 ¢:30 thursday svenin

shone call and 10:00 fridey morning, I found myself sustended from Scouting
Halt, 2nd “he réview boerd I insisted usin which was 2nnointed 3y Jan Walker
under the specific instructions of Yalt, have convinced themselves that I did
everything just short of but sossibly including the razing of a young and
innocent Scout and that I am mentally unsafe and imbal;nced. I sgent the entir
review meeiing correcting their statements and accusations although the record,
22 which I only caught smell zortions of and whizh was kept 3y VYa2lt, ainmsesf,

\

despite oy Jrotests, does not rell=et the fact thai I itried io correct their

zisconcesnticns,

that, in the course 57 a non-

As for the incident, it just so rappered
scout conversation with a young man of almost sixteen years of age who 2l3d

y

haznened to be in Scouts (his dad was ithe Scoutmaster at the time of the
incident); we hannened to be discussing love and friendshin. That topic seems
inazzrogriate in some deoples’' coinions but I telieve that young neovle today

are not “ully convinced of the imvortance of love 2né frisndship and fidelity

and satristisc and all the other "old-fashioned" walues sxoressed in our own

Cath and Law. A3 a point of fact, wherever the subject comes up, I'm still

advecating virzinity until afier mairrags, At 2ny rate, the voung man 3aid

a2l we were very very g

ood frisnds and that ne loved ze. I vointed sul Lo
S

CONF000217
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r'“‘ll 4? nim that we may e friends wiih 2 3z2ll "£% or in a very losse

in Vicg
* Q. e
s and suve ial,sense of the word, tut thaWP.here crobably

355‘3135 wasn't enough commitinment or loyaliy Lo say we were very zood

3.

nig use of the concezt of love,

oS
quntiﬁQQ‘ “riends yet and I challenge
emodet"

PO BOX 661

-t

Te prove my toint, I asked him i2 he would do snything I asked

NAPERVILLE 3 L -
I&éﬁrgls to do. He said he would. I told hir to think about ~+hat he was
<

saying. I then asked him a series of far instance and hypo-

thetical 3juestions, I asksd hizm: if I asked you lo, would: you standon your
nead and wigzle your zars; if I asked you to, would you nromise %o call me
every night just to talk; and the question thai caused the sroblem, if I ’

asited you to, would you %fake your clothes of? in front of ze. ..gse wera

trictly nyjothetical and taken a3 theorstical examnles of commitiment. He

“
hesitated at several of the guesiions, which w.3 sxactly the point I was
meicing. I admit that Lthe sxomple that caused my sustension Zrom Seouting

wag not the smartest thing in the world to say, but I used it innocently

enough. I certainly don't telisve that it i3 gerisus z2nough ¢ an ofenss
%o cause zy vermansnt dismissal from Scouting aiter over tweniy years withe

AzZous %he zental instahil

ot
B
[N
0
8]
]

44

tv, I made infererces <0 2 theratis
swered every jusstion concerning %his matter nonesily tut mm ‘zuiliy of ceriain
orzisisns in =y tetimony. I have congulisd 2 theranisi over 2 dozeé times
since last Arzril. He is 2 licensed %neranist. I did cay aim by bertering

my services {or his which has cost me to date somewhers between 335CC ~nd™
31,0CC. He does not want to get involved as re 42s serving only in an un-
official cagacity. 2y not carsfully clarifiyine cer<ain miscorceotions, “he
review board seems to believe I'm a2 danger-us lunatic who's trying te cower

ta the truth

up 3dome 3ort of gociopathic tendenciss. That is nowhere closge

o

but tysical of the delusions farvenily belizved by the chairman of the board.
e stated several times, 2lthough Walt convenisatly glossed over msst of

such 3=atexzentis in his record, that a decision hz2d teen made 2nd that nothing

I said would crange 1L, it ore zoint I Zeceme 3o irritated I asked why thev

CONF000218
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gu-’ul >
g Ced. had ever‘thered to have a review since ‘wasn’t a review

at all but a rubher stemp uccn whatever Walt wanted. }Mr, Sawner

355'3135 o

‘q 8 also stated that single peopnle are by the very Zact that they
{ ’nﬁﬁ‘ﬂ‘
°modelt are not merried, irmature and make poor leaders in Scouiing.
ggpggggggl Fe further stated that anyone who k2s undergone zsvchological
ILLINOIS
60540

treatment is unstable and likely, due to their nistory, to %e
similarly unbtalanced again in the future thus srecluding any involvement with ‘

kids of an impersssionable 2ze. He also said thet forcing someons to strip in

-
-

P78
3

nn Scout

[
oo

on

Pie

2ront of me autmatically =liminated me from any leadership zos
At the zoint of each of these statements, I denied that they were actually

true or were what actually happened - whichever was acproprinte - tut his

response was always that a decision hed “een made and that as far 23 he was

concerned, nothing would change it. I finally became exnsp§ratsd at one joint

v

nim og teing oeriudiced and told mim that he coald never

1

£, eould

B

udrement. I also pointed out o him that he, himse

not guarantiee that he would not commit murder socetime in the “uture. Fsycholo-

zical studies srove that 2lmost 7C% of all murdsrs 2re commiited by deools wish
no dravious nistory of violence. Studies 2lso show that vounz seople are "sex-

ually sa®e’ among those who 2re able Lo azenly =zl

are no otiner xinds, by the way) child molestars. My reccrd with numersus

youth orgznizations proves that I am not among that mirority. Yhile I'a 2t

%y I might doint out that, for your stockgile o2 trigial information, that
although I cersonally do not choose their lifsstyle, children are molested

N

233 Ly homosexuals tban by zembers of the so-called normal sncisty. is 2
student of 3sychology and socinl work snecializing in 2dolescents and their
ceculiar problems, I make these statements Prom some ground of exper-ise
2lthough I 7ave a few years ito zo tefore I z+t my “ul.

Tell me, Mr. Leet, do I have a chance of selvaging all “heose years 2?
dadication to and bdelisg in Scsuting, or srould I just dror it and 4 <o
LY s By 3\

a0 y 34 3 4 . 3
p tzat vast void in my 1ile with other lhings
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govay

not the ‘.'t

runcways on & volunteer basis, Still, the

355'3135

o 8
Urn tint

PO }30X661

record and 21l those years haunt me 2nd

of which is 4o ‘tecome involv‘:‘.

enurselinrs

black zmark on zv
eat 2t me, Can one

aoment in 2 1if2 of exsmplarly character Ze so largze as to

APEBYILLE totally nezate all the zood I've done? I said something,
ILLINOIS
60540

not did 2and never nave nor ever will,

from certain financial

Terhans I

at the time or meyte I was

was under sur

a little insan

o come ug with such an example. I don't really kmow. All I Ynow is thet I'm
tired of this whole mess. I'll drop it i2 you think it's best. Dlease fell e,
is all this really worth the effort and zgony to pursue it?

I always used to say that:tl married the Zcoy Scouts because ail of =y
free Lime wes suent with the movement. Almost all of =y Pfriends 2re inwvolwed

in Scouting, some >ecruse I talked them into =2it

2nd zany because Scouting is

nd the -alues Sar.

&
(2]
Q
[+
ot
o
v
»
iy
W

four Zazlas and “hers Iis 2 zood chance that I will 3

This would zTost likel: indeed te =n arrassmert “ar this
=y current circumsiances. This last one serisusly

Zagls a3t one zToint 2lzhouzh I 2:imit I was not :he snly one

3 Y
wois i

%)

on ~rasent a

(o]
R
'3
S
154
uy
[¢]
~
w
ot
n
<
¥ e
3
1]
-

gzoing 2nead. 7ou 2oint, o3 “ze
whale thing, cut only with te2rs in my swes; not 30 much for me alihough any
graet loss hurts deeply, but for all the boys I've nelred and loved- ;ar ail
the 77ung =en uron whoselives I've teen a wholesome and positive influsnce-
for 21l trhose within Scouting who +ill need me, bota young and »ld, but Zor

Whom IZ'll not te there nor nave the chance Lo mest.

character references would helo, I coirdd “lsod your

S -

show ud in

fy =my rizgnteousness and satisfy my ezo, btut if ithat! 1,
to -~ess. However, tine f2ct remaing that I nave 2lways been
and 2 credit %o ihe ranks of 3couting.
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Derson wWwith 2 small army. 3But, what would it srove? Ii

)

n

.

2fPice with letters and

eS8
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“arch 28, 1984

Nr. Ualter D. Johnson
gcout Executive
Dtzace Arsa Conncil, Mo. 148

PERSCNAL ANDU CONFIDEMTIAL

SUBJELCT: TFerry S. Xuch

Thank wou for the infermation on Xerry Ruch. ‘e arpreciate the
complenz Sranscrigt of the review held by =he Dupage Arza Councal.

This will te most relpful to us in the futvrs if dr. Ruch cecides
zo gsursue zhis further through the region.

Please let us Xnow if we can he of further help to vyou in any way.

enistratiorn, Sulscription &

Zuatistical Servicsa

cxs -

cc: mast Central Region -
[
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‘National Council, BSA /,/— / J / e ,,/ /} |
/, n / 77 -

1325 Walnut Hill Lane /{
lrvmg, Texas 75062- i296 7[/5/“ /

/ A5
Dear Mr. Ernst:

Enclosed p!case find the minutes of the second and final meeting
of this council’'s committee apnointed (o review the action suspe:.cmo
the registration of Kerry "Sunshine" Ruch.

Also enclosed are:

- Transcript of the committee's meeting with Ruch .
on February 23

- Mr. Ruch's most recent I=tt<~.~r to the commitiee and
resume’

I believe this conclud2s the necessary action by thxs councii and
provides you with copies of all pertinent documentation.

Sincerely,

L

Walter D. Johnson
Scout Executive

X3

“WD3/ey - . -

cc: El Aspinali‘/

Enclosures

DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL » HO. 143 ¢ 312-568-4457
£.0.BOXG22
ONTI2 GANY AVELUE o WHEATO!!L ILUINCIS L3209
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DU FPAGUE AREA COUNCIL BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
MINUTES
RUCH REVIEW COMMITTEE
THURSDAY; MARCH 15, 1984 - 7:30 P.M.
DEICKE SCOUT SERVICE CENTER

CONFIDENTIAL

The meeting opened at 7:45 p.m. with all members present and the Scout °
executive serving as secretary.

At the chairman's request, the committee discussed the interview with Ruch on
February 23rd (transcript attached) and his subsequent letter in lieu of the
therapist's statement he was invited to provide if he so chose by March 8th. ,

The chairman then polled the committee as to their individual opinions. Following
discussion, the chairman posed the question, "Shall this review committee
confirm the previous decision to suspend the registration of Kerry Ruch?"

R Grenier - aye
Atten -  nay
Sawner - aye

Motion carried.

Atten voted "nay" on the basis that permanent suspension of Ruch's was ‘too
harsh in the circumstance and that he would prefer a "temporary suspension
or probationary status of 18 months to three years."

The majority consensus was that Ruch was not a proper role model for youth,
that he was emotionally unstable and unable to deal with stress and that

they were concerned as to how he would react in a stressful situation, particularly
if he were the only adult leader present.

The secretary was instructed to draft the necessary letters for the chairman's
signature and the council President's informing Mr. Ruch of its decision and
appending copies to these minutes. :

Adjourned: 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Walter D. Johnson

[
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BOY S(%UTS OF AMERICA ¢

March 135, 1984

SCOUTING/USA

Mr. Kerry Ruch
P. O. Box 66l
Naperville, Illinois 60540

»
Dear Mr. Ruch:

After careful consideration, the Review Committee has decided
to confirm the original decision to suspend your registration
with the Boy Scouts of America.

As you were previously informed, BSA leadership registration is
a privilege not automatically granted to everyone, who applies.
As you were also informed, this decision and the reason for

it will be maintained as confidential.

Sincerely,

e

" 14 -k, vt -

.{‘,":,"7’}'} A S
Tom Sawner

Chairman

TS/ey

DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL » NO. 148 » 312-668-3457

P. C. BOX 692
ON712 GARY AVENUE » WHEATON, ILLINOIS 50189

Plaintiff's Exhibit 17
Page 20 of 54

CONF000224

DYKES_|_ 000222



Boy sc®uTs oF aMERICA @

March 15, 1984

SCOUTING/USA

Mr. Kerry Ruch
P. O. Box 66l
Naperville, lllinois 60540

Dear Mr. Ruch:

I am enclosing a letter from the committee appointed at your
request to review the suspension of your registration with the

Boy Scouts of America. Upon careful review of the circumstances
and events leading up to the decision to suspend your registration,
the committee confirmed that decision.

You have the option to request a review by a committee appotnted
by the Regional President, Mr. Richard H. Leet. Should you

wish to exercise that option, you should write Mr. Leet in care

of the East Central Region, Boy Scouts of America, 60} Harger
Road, Oak Brook, Illinois 60521, explaining why you feel the
decision of this council's review committee is in error.

Sincerel

Dan Walker
Council President

DW/ey -

DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL ¢ NO. 148 » 312-668-4457
P. 0. BOX 692
ON712 GARY AVENUE » WHEATON, ILLINOIS 80189

—
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BOY SCO“TS OF AMERICA e

CONFIDENTIAL |

Decemper 28, 1983 2

SCOUTING/USA '

Mr. Tom Sawner |
1557 Chippewa
Naperville, lHlinows 60540

Dear Tom,

Thank you tor agreeing to chair the committee to review the denial of registration
“ of Kerry S. Ruch.

I am in the process of contacting the required two additional members. Assuming
[ am successful, they wiil be:

Frank "Jeff" Jeffers, 1104 Hertford Ct., Wheaton; business phone 858-7780.
Jeff s the fine young Scoutmaster of troop 23, First Presbytertan Church,
Wheaton. He 1s also a practicing attorney with a firm in Glen Ellyn.

Rainey Grenier, 118 Kingswood Ct., Naperville; business phone 456-6100, Ext. 2738.

I will contact you and confirm thewr acceptances as soon as [ have them. You
may then wish to contact each of them and discuss the procedure in advance.
Perhaps you and | should discuss it prior to your contacting them.

i am enclosing a kit which contains all of the documentation to date for your inform- ;
ation and reference and will send an 1dentical kit to both Rainey and Je:if. Each
1tem 1s numbered for easy reference and except for the first item, arranged in
chronotogical order.

I Appendix C, Recommended Procedures for Reviewing Denial of Leader
Registration, Maintaiming Standards of Leadership ;
The process to which we must adhere. Dave Hall, the National Council's
attorney has received all pertinent documentation and commends us
on our handling thus far. .

11 Coniirmation placing Ruch on Confidential File from Paul Ernst dated

November I, 1983 and including copies of necessary local counci nated
forms required. Of special importance is the statement of
grandfather as prepared by _ and the letter from the - {1

counc:l president, hand delivered to Ruch, placing him on susgension. /--

’

[11  Ruch's undated response to the letter of suspension.

IV Ruch's letter to _ a copy of which was enclosed with 1tem [l

above.
Note: Another, sirmilar letter was purportedly sent to Jonn Gurnik at
the satne tirne.  No copy availabtle.

DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL » NO. 148 » 312-668-3457
P O.BOX 592
ON712 GARY AVENUE » WHEATON. iILLINOIS 50189
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® Decemper 23, 193 )

uge 2

V. Walker's cesponse to ttemn [ and peoviding "Appendix D us required.

VI Ruch's concise written version of the fucts which was interpreted as

also beiwng a request for the review of suspension.
Note: | do not believe that Ruch knows his conversation with the -

boy was overheard.

VII My letter to Dan advising the appotntment of the review committee.

That brings you up to date.

In nearly 16 years as a council executive, while | have had to’'place a number of
Scouters on the Confidenual File for various reasons, only once before did an instance
advance to the review phase. So, from prior experience, | cannot be of great

help.

However, from that limited experience and my reading of "Appendix C", | would
. ¢
make these observations:
While the committee has the right and the responsibility to interview anyone
who might clarify the circumstances, the review procedure is not intended
as adversartal or confrontational in nature.

Ruch, in my opinion, 1s not aware that there was a witness 1o his telephone
conversation.

[t 1s also my opinton that he will request a Regional and subsequent National
review in any event. Regardless, the procedures outlined n "Appendix C"
must be followed with metculous attention to the letter and spirit of thése

procedures.

The procedures must be conducted with attention to their confidentuality.
Aside from those with a "need to know" in our office (myself, Mark Frankarrt,
Gary McDonough and Elaine who has done the necessary typing) and those

at the Regional and Nauonal level (El Aspiwnall, Paul Ernst and David Hall) and,
of course, those at the unit level (John Grimson, John Gurnik and the troop
committee chairman), the situation has been kept confidential. All either

know that i1t must be kept so or have been so informed and, to my knowledge,

have done so. _

[ would urge an early review date, allowing for maximum time to nouly Ruch who
1s increasingly difficult to reach. From my calendar | would suggest one of the
following dates in January: l0th, llth, 16th, 17th or [8th.

Regards,

Walter D. Johnson
Scout Executive

Wl ey

L oenrens
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BOY s@UTS OF AMERICA @

December 20, 1983

SCOUTING/USA

Mr. Elbert Aspinall 5

Associate Area Director

East Central Region |
Boy Scouts of America C
60! Harger Road :

Qak Brook, Illinots 6052!

Dear El,

Enclosed is Kerry Ruch's response to Dan Walker's letter of December 2.
While contrary to instructions, he does not specifically request a
review, it is implicit in Ruch's response that he does wish one.

[ am sharing his letter with Dan by separate mail and suggesting
he appoint the required review committee. Since the holidays
are upon us, I suspect that this will not be accomphshed until
after the first of the year.

I am sure that the committee, when appointed, would appreciate any
comment you and others would like to contribute,

Sincerely,

\5( ,

Walter D. Johnson
Scout Executive -

Enclosures:
Kerry Ruch’'s statement

Letter to Council President //J/){Zg . 2 Al X

ﬁ\
i
4 7
..’../ -~ ( / / A - !
S Q}’,&"‘J/Q /L é‘/" =
} :
,‘) e -~ &
DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL » NO. 148 » 312-868-4457 \ Yy oY 2
P. O. 80X 692 A { a 7 § S,
ON712 GARY AVENUE ¢ WHEATON, ILLINOIS 50189 - o ! 7 ]
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BOY S&UTS OF AMERICA o

i ' December 20, 1983
SCOUTING/USA

Mr. Daniel Walker

Butler Walker, Inc.

Suite 1180 - Regency Towers ;a
1415 W. 22nd Street | :
QOak Brook, lllinois 60521

Dear Dan,

Enclosed is the expe'cted response trom Kerry Ruch and, for
your reference, a copy of your (our) last letter to him.

While he doesn't specifically request it, I think it 1s implicit in
his letter that he wishes a review. It 1s therefore necessary that
a review commirtee be appointed.

I suggest the following members:

) Thomas Sawner, Counctl Commissioner, Chairman
{{ Rainey Grenier, lllini District Commussioner |

Frank "Jefi" Jeffers, Scoutmaster Troop 23 (attorney)
J[n my opinion all three are widely experienced Scouters of a

sympathetic nature, possessed of good judgement, who will render
a fair and imparual decision.

Also enclosed for your reference is a photo copy of "Appendix C,
Recommended Procedures for Reviewing Denial of Leader Registration’.

If you concur with my recommendauons, [ will proceed in your name

to secure their agreement and prepare the required documentation

in the hopes that they will meet and resolve the situation promptly =~ ‘
after the first of the vear.

Sincerely,

Walter D. Jehnson
Scout Execurtive

Enclosures:
' Kerry Ruch's statement
"Appendix C"

DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL » NO. 148 » 312-668-3457

1 P. 0. BOX 892
ON712 GARY AVENUE « WHEATON, ILLINOIS 50189
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PHONE: 312-355-3135 . . KERRY S. RUCH

OCCUPATIONAL
OBJECTIVE:

EXPERIENCE:

WORK
HISTORY:

EDUCATION:

P.0. Box 661
Naperville, IL 60540

Position in a corporate setting requiring skill in
-securing, placing, and managing employees

~implementing company employee programs and benefits

-analyzing, mediating, and settling labor grievances
and employee disagreements

-conducting community and public relations programs

-counseling employees in communication techniques,
problem solving, and career goals

. . . - M .
*Supervised employees including hiring, managing, and releasing;
as owner of a painting and remodeling business and as a night :
supervisor for a liquor store. :

*Provided for the training and development of new employees in my
own business, in the liquor store, and as head custodian for a
church,

*Maintained employee records to fulfill government requirements.

*Marketed the services of a painting and remodeling business suc-"
cessfully over a thirteen year period.

*Promoted community programs for the Boy Scouts of America, espe~
cially the Order of the Arrow; the youth services of the Salvation
Army; and various youth athletic programs.

*Guided and facilitated productive behavior among diverse groups of
people including students on high school campusas as a liaison be-
tween them and the school administration dealing with discipline
maintenance; and disadvantaged youths, adults, and related volun-
teers as supervisor of a variety of programs for the Salvation Army.

OWNER and OPERATOR Sunshine Services, West Chicago and Naperville,

IL (Painting and Remodeling Business) - T969-PRESENT
NIGHT SUPERVISOR Main Liguors, West Chicago, IL 1978-1980
APPRENTICE ROUGH CARPENTER Feeley Builders, Lisle, IL 1376-1977
CHIEF of SECURITY Hinsdale Central H.S., Hinsdale, IL 1975-1976
STUDENT RELATIONS PARAPROFESSIONAL West Chicago

Community High School, West Chicago, IL 1973-1975
APPRENTICE DRYWALLER Baltic Drywall, Winfield, IL 1971

Coursework towards Master of Social Work, George Williams College,
Downers Grove, IL 1979-1980
B.A. in Psychology and B.S. in Social Work double degree, Gegrge
Wiliiams College, Downers Grove, IL June 1980
Three years work towards Chemical Engineering degree, I1lincis
Institute of Technology, Chicago, IL 1969-1972

i
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Kerry S. Ruch

CURRENT
AFFILIATIONS:

BOY SCQUTS
OF AMERICA

SALYATION ARMY
TRI-CITIES CORPS
VALLEY VIEW, IL

YOUTH ATHLETICS

CHURCH
INVOLVEMENT

MISCELLANEQUS

Paq!I! "l'

Umpires Metropolitan Professional Services, National Honor Society,

MENSA, National Thespian Society, National Trappers Association, {
[11inois Trappers Association, National Wildlife Federation, *
Boy Scouts of America, Order of the Arrow, I1linois High School
Association wAA

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Assistant Scoutmaster 1969-1973, 1977-PRESENT

Ceremonies Advisor for Order of the Arrow 1979-PRESENT
Chapter Advisor for 0.A. 1970-1971, 1975-1980, 1982-PRESENT
Catholic Lay Compittee protestant representative 1972-PRESENT
Catholic Lay Comm, Retreat Chairman 1982 and 1983

Scoutmaster 1973-1977, 1981

Fellowship Advisor for 0.A. 1974 and 1975

Director of Youth Services (gym program, boy's club, coffee

house program, drop-in counselor) 1979-1989 !
Social Services Intern (telephone counselor, community and

agency resources co-ordinator) 1979-1980

I11inois High School Association Official 1974-PRESENT

Promoted to division two of three divisions by [.H.S.A. June 1980
Naperville Little League and Pony Leaque Umpire 1973-1977 1933- PAcsan’™
Naperville Pony League Umpire of the .Year 1975 g

Coach for Naperville Park District High School hockey 1973

West Chicago Little Leaque Umpire 1969-1972

Director of Umpires, West Chicago Little League 1971 and 1972

Coach for Grades 5 4 6 instructional league basketball 1973 and 1971 [
Coach for 5th & 6th Grades Pop Warner Football 1970 and 1971

Church Custodian 1974-1978, 1980, 1982-PRESENT
Sunday School Teacher for 5th and 6th Grades 1975 and 1976
Retreat Cook for high school youth group 1972 and 1974

[11inois Department of Conservation Certified Trapper -

Education Instructor appointed 1982 throuagh 1984

Math Tutor Volunteer for high schools 1974-PRESENT

Math Tutor Volunteer for fGeorae Williams College 1979-1380 !
Girl Scout Leader for Jr. Girl Scouts 1972 and 1973

Girl Scout Leader for Brownie Girl Scouts 1971

l
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BOY SC@QUTS OF AMERICA @

September 30, 1983

SCOUTING/USA

© Mr. Kerry 5. Ruch

P. O. Box 66l
Naperville, Illinois 63540

Dear Mr. Ruch:

After careful review, we have decided that your registraton
with the Boy Scouts of America should. be suspended. We are
therefore compelled to request that you sever any relations
that you may have with Boy Scouts of America.

You should understand that BSA leadership registration is a
privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone who applies.
We reserve the right to suspend registration whenever there

is a concern that an individual may not measure up to the high
standards of leadership which BSA seeks to provide for American
youth. Please also understand that this decision and the reasons
for it will be maintained as confidential. :

[f you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write 10 me,
explaining your version of the facts supporting your clain that
vour registration as a BSA leader should be granted or reinstated.

e St

an Walker .
Council President

ey

DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL » NQ. 148 » 312-668-3457
pP. O. BOX 692
ON712 GARY AVENUE » WHEATON, ILLINOIS 50187
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DU PAGE AREA COUN‘ B‘ SCOUTS OF AMERICA

STANDARDS OF LEADERSHIP REVIEW
KERRY RUCH
February 23, 1984, 8:05 p.m.
Deicke Scout Center

In attendance:

Chairman: Tom Sawner

Members: Rainey Grenier
James Atten

Secretary: Walter Johnson

Review Committee appointed by Council President, Dan Walker.

Welcoming comments were made by Chairman Tom Sawner to Mr. Ruch, explaining
the purpose and procedure of the review.

Sawner asked for a statement by Ruch regarding the circumstances surrounding his
suspension of registration privilege.

Ruch replied that the whole thing centered around a question taken out of context;
that the boy in question had told Ruch "I love you", to which Ruch responded:
"Would you prove your love by doing anything I asked you to do? Would you call me

every night of the week to prove your friendship? Would you stand on your head and

wiggle your ears? Would you take off your clothes and stand in front of me?"

Tom Sawner: Why, as a Scout leader, would you find it n:ecessary to ask that kind
of question? ’

Kerry Ruch: The question wasn't asked in a Scouting context but as a friend to a
friend outside of Scouting.

Rainey Grenier: Describe your opinion of friendship outside of Scouting.

:

Kerry Ruch: Going to the movies, talking together, phone calls, swimming,
video games. -

Tom Sawner: Would you call that a love relationship or a friendship? -
Kerry Ruch: I'd call it a beginning friendship -- a father and son type.

[ ]
Jim Atten: Do you have school'friends, perhaps other adults?

K.R.: Yes. [ have friends older than I and younger and some going back to school

. days.

J.A.: Would you describe your living arrangement?

K.R.: Currently rent a house with two other guys.

Plaintiff's Exhibit 17
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Standards of Leadership Review
February 23, 1984 - Page 2

T.S.: Do you feel vou are psychologically strong enough to be a Scout leader?

K.R. [t doesn't affect my leadership in any way. PR
I have a drinking problem. [ expect too much of my friends.

T.S.: Describe what you expect of your friends.

K.R.: I expect them to care about me. [ expect regular contact, sharing what's
going on. [ expect trust. Not to share everything -- that's unrealistic -- but to

share some things; problems.

J.A.: You said you had a drinking problem.

K.R.: [I've been concerned about my weekly consumption . . ..

J.A.: Have you noticed a pattern to your drinking and can you describe it?

K.R.: In the evenings [ come home. [ have a rum and Coca Cola or beer or
whiskey and . . ..

J.A.: How much do you drink in an evening?

K.R.: Four or five drinks perhaps.

J.A.: Do you feel compelled to drink?

K.R.: Not so much compelled. I like a drink in the evéning after [ getr home «

or before [ go to bed. Extreme financial pressure and my business has been
poor and | am what I would call substantially in debt. Several thousand dollars.

30% of my debts are business related.
J.A.: Do I understand you are undergoing therapy and if so, by whom?
¥

K.R.: Prefer not to reveal who -- he is a professional. My problems are related
to pressure and drinking. I am concerned about the drinking because it is increasing

according to my friends.

J.A.: Where do you drink? Do you drink when you're out with Scouts?

K.R.: Primarily at home. I don't Rotice any change of personality. [ never
drink when out with Scouts.

J.A.: What do you feel is the primary reason for your drinking.
K.R.: Depression is the primary reason. i
J.A.: How are you doing in your therapy?

K.R.: I'm coping very well. [ was released from regular visits at Christmastime.
['ve been going twice weekly, and then once weekly for two years total. ['ve only
been back once since Christmas.

i
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Standards of Leadershi%eview .

February 23, 1984 - Page 3

J.A.: You were then undergoing counseling at the time of this incident?

K.R.: Yes.
['ve been in debt since college.

T.S.: With my knowledge of what a Scout leader is and does, I can't understand
why you would ask a boy to."take off your clothes while I watch."”

K.R.: I don't know why. It was one in a series of hypothetical questions. Do
you love me? Are you really sincere? It was a moral, not a sexual question.

T.S.: Do you think that enhanced your Scouting leadership in any way? That
it enhanced his Scouting experience?

K.R.: No.
T.S.: Do you think it was helpful to him?

K.R.: Yes, it was. To help myself and him. Clarifying his friendship, his love,
his responsibility for his friendship.

T.S.: Do you think a true friend must state his love; do anything you ask?

K.R.: No, not at that point. I had retrogressed, but I no longer feel that way.
[ had been drinking that night.

J-A.: Do you feel a I5-year age relationship is necessary in such a friendship?

K.R.: My friendships are developed in and out of Scouting. [ don’t feel a necessity
with any particular person or age.

J.A.: Don't you feel a [5-year age difference is a problem?

»
K.R.: [ don’'t feel compelled to develop relationships; Scouting friendships are
conincidental.

J.A.: The unusual age difference? -

K.R.: It is not illegal. I'm of high moral character. The question was not
illegal. I don't allow my friendship-to interfere with parental responsibility.

J.A.: Would you say that your friendships are basically through Scouting?

K.R.: Most, but not all. [ am active as a trapper. [ umpire games and work
with other youth groups, but mostly Scouting.

J.A.: Friendships are particularly important to you?

K.R.: Yes. I am single; don't have any family. Friends are important as a
support group; to borrow 50 bucks when [ need it or a meal when [ have nothing
at home.

l
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Standards of Leadership Review
February 23, 1984 - Page 4

T.S.: What do you demand of your friends?

K.R.: Regular contact; phone at least once a month and to prove their friendship,
to do something difficult but not necessarily wrong. 1 don't ask them to do
anything that is against the Bible or Federal or State law.

T.S.: Don't yow think that asking them to take off their clothes is against
State law and/or the Bible? '

K.R.: Not asking for the commitment; no.

T.S.: And if the answer were yes?

K.R.: I'm only looking for the commitment.

T.S.: And if you get it?

K.R.: It doesn't -~ it's not important.

T.S.: Do you require that kind of commitment?

K.R.: Unequivocaily, no. I've never done it, only asked for the commitment.
J.A.: Why is this necessary, this commitment?

K.R.: That would be rehashing two years of therapy. :'I have been deeply
hurt by friends in the past and must have a commitment before [ can trust
a new friend.

J.A.: Was your conduct proper for a Scout leader?

K.R.: No, I can see it was an improper question now. [t creates undue pressure
on a friend. I'm dealing with*that in therapy.

J.A.: Do you feel you're beyond that need?
K.R.: Yes I do. -
T.S.: As a parent, would you see a problem in this kind of a situation?

K.R.: I see no problem with it. You shouldn‘t be a Scout leader if you disturb
or hamper a boy's development.

T.S.: Have you pursued other young Scouts in this manner?
K.R.: I haven't pursued any other young Scouts.

T.S.: Have you demanded this kind of a commitment of young people in any
of these other programs in which you have been working?
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Standards of Leadership Review
February 23, 1984 - Page 5

K.R.:
T.S.:
K.R.:
J.A
K.R.:
J.A.:
K.R.:
T.S.:
K.R.:

J.AL:

I have.

You've asked them to take off their clothes in front of you?
Questions in a similar nature. I've used them in the past, yes.
Would you use a question like that with somebody 55 or older?
Yes, of any age.

What do you feel you would gain from a question like that?

In the past [ felt it would prove friendship.

And what if they said yes?

I'd say O.K. [ was only asking for the commitment, not the act.

What is your feeling about in the future? Would you continue to seek

out such friendships with kids?

K.R.:

It's always something that just happens. [ would no longer ask. | have

progressed greatly through therapy and I recognize that that kind of behavior
and its questions have driven friends away.

J.AL:

Do you feel that this need for friendships and your drinking problem

are related?

K.R.:
T.S.:

K.R.:

[ drink when | am depressed. A break up with a friend is depressing.
How do you feel about this loss of a love relationship?

That they no longer love me, but that I still love them. I felt that

I needed to protect me. My therapy is terminated now just before Christmas.
I've only been back once since. -

J.A.:

Could you graph your need for therapy?

K.R.: (With a sweeping upward motion) My licensed therapist things [ am
doing extremely well.

T.S.:

Kerry, would you like to make a summarizing statement now before

we adjourn?

K.R.:

Most people don't understand the problems I had. Most people don't

understand me. It is all in the past now. I have ways of dealing with my
problems. I have been in Scouting for over 20 years. It is a way of life to

me.

To lose it is extremely important and [ would like to continue.
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Standards of Leadershi eview .
February 23, 1984 - e 6

T.S.: As a parent, wouldn't it be hard for him to rely upon you to provide a
safe and good program to his sons?

K.R.: [ am absolutely sure that [ can. ['ve spent literally millions of hours in
Scouting and they have been unimpeachable. But I can see as a parent felt
how they might well question my value.

J.A.: Don't you suppose that there might be others. in the council who would
object to your being a suitable leader. What would your reaction to that be?

K.R.: As long a¥ they're not just vigilantes, seeking to throw me out of Scouting,
I would respect their judgement. '

J.A.: How do you value Scouting in comparison to your other activities?
K.R.: Scouting was my primary activity when young. It is up and down now,
depending on my commitment to other activities. [ have served sometimes

as assistant Scoutmaster to as many as three troops at once.

J.A.: What would be your long range plans in Scouting if your registration
privilege was reinstated?

K.R.: To serve as an assistant Scoutmaster, maybe a Scoutmaster in the future,
depending upon my other involvements.

T.S.: Would you be willing to request of your therapist a corroborating statement
regarding your condition and its improvement?

K.R.: I am reluctant to request that kind of a statement from my therapist.

T.S.: Is your therapist aware of this situation and that your registration privilege
has been suspended?

K.R.: I haven't discussed appearing before this committee with him. He
is aware of my problems. He might make such a statement. [ could ask.
I'm reluctant to ask. d

J.A.: We'll leave the final decision to a therapist's statement to you. -
K.R.: 1 am reluctant to ask. [ guess I could.

J.A.: I you pursue a statement from your therapist, it might make the decision
of this committee easier.

T.S.: You feel your statement would not contribute to the committee's decision?

K.R.: No.

T.S.: The therapist's statement is purely your decision; whether you provide one
or not, the committee will have to decide.

K.R.: QO.K.

T.S.: We will expect such a statement within two weeks, otherwise we will make
our decision and inform you by letter what that is. [ think that you have

already been instructed as to your right to ask for further review of this situation
with the Region. Should that become necessary in your opinion, you can get the

detaiis on how to do that from us. o
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Dear Review Com:itlee,

¥v registration with the Zoy Icouts of America should not *ave bemn

denizd. I &tve alr-ady Torwerded a comnlete suzary of the situstion to the

council

oresident., In addition to that treatise, I am told thet I need to

T

suteit 8 zare concise statement of the facts is necessary. I request that

tte originsl statement be included as evidence in addition to this revort.

vy

act

Fact

Fact

A

Fect D

2y
®
[¢]
o

re)
n
[¢]
ris

-

Fact

(8]

"3}

It i{s not’in discute thet I e2sked 2 perrzvs compromising question
of a young man who alsoc haprens to be in Scouting. '

This statement weps made over the nhone and in no wsy involved Scouting
in any way., It was a conversation between personal Priends outside of

Scouting.

The question, desrite the connotations and accusetions, had nothing
to do with sex, sexual vreferences, or imrworal conduct. It had a lot
to do with the permanence of love and friendship in the most unright
and wholesome sense.

in sny act; nor de I ever intend to be or participate in sacts which
are sexually immoral. I do not telieve in sex cutside of =airrage
with anyome, male or female.

¥y long nistory in numercus youth arganizations adding to scmewhere
near 50 vesrs of service is untarnisned. Thet in and of itsel? is
not nrocf pasitive, but it certainly indicstes my tendencies which
lie in the area of sinceres concern and caring and not in the area
of moraliy questionatle tehavior.

I can inundeste your review bosrd meeting room with peocvle who will
atwest to my moral integrily. Many of these oseorle come from within
the ranks of Scauting.

Ae have all, you and I, said or done something stupid in our lives.
This does not make us bad peovle, only huzan. I should not have dis-
cussed chilosochicnl and hyvothetical concepts of such grave congern
with the young man {not koy) in question. I did it for iwo re=gons.
One was that I really wanted to be sure of his frienship due to the
mental siress I was under at the time. The other was a concern and
attempt to help the young men in question. I wish not to elaborate
any further on thet point to protect innccent parties., I will not
discuss that ares of interest with anydre under 21 again.

noce that this has hel-ed your deliterations and thot truth and jus-

tice will be ocur mutual =im.

As Always,

758%««»4«« el
£drry S. Sunshine Ruch
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U
%gnVIc%, Dear Revifl Committee, ,
s As romised, I discussed tre possibI®ity of a state-
ment with my therapist. juite frenkly, his advice was to sue

355‘3135 you, As a matter of fact, he was rather insistent ugon it and

o N : evencalled me a few days after our meeting to give me the neme
0")}‘11“ 'Y of a highly successful slender lawyer. I heve not, 23 yet,
Om“‘tﬂ‘ intentionally sought zfter trouble and even though mony times

the best defense is a goyd offence, I hesitate to do so. I

BOBOX 661  re1t, snd still do, that the simple truth is sn infallible

ILLINOIS defanse among honest and fair-minded men. Eased on that simple
60340 truth, I can't see how you could refuse my re-instatement in
Scouting.

A friend of mine, one to whom I presented his Eagls 2
few years ago, pointed out that I'm being persecuted for ideas :
and concepts very similar to those of Christ's. In Mis own
words, "I tell you thils soc that you may have the happiness that |
I have had, and that your heppiness mav be complete., The command
that I give you is to love one another. No one can show any greater
love than by commiting his life for his friends. You are my friends
if you do what I ask you to do."” Now, I hardly claim to be Christ,
and I agree that I carried the concept to a little bit of an extreme
and seid something that even I agreed was inaporopriate and subversive
to a good and proper influence. Yet, I've done nothing criminal enough
nor hideous enough to cause my permenent suspension from Scouting. Will
it ever hapgen again?! I've given my word of honor that (the good Lord
willing and the creeks don't rise) it never will. Perhaps for many in
today's society, and perhaps even among several within our Scouting fra-
ternity, a word of honor is meaningless. You have only to ask around to find
that when I give my word, it's as good ss done. Aftar all, the first point of
our Scout Law is that a Scout is trustworthy.

Let me take a moment here to remind you that the original charge and the
reason for my Suspension wes that my "moral life does not meet the standards
for leadershiny in the Boy Scouts of America.® At this‘point, there is no
doubt in anyone's mind as to my moral purity. Can it be, that having success-
fully anawered that charge, and thus justifying my re-instatement, that I'm
being ostracized on yet another tangent? '

Am I mentally stable encugh to exert a vositive influence on the lives
of young pecple? Ysur hearing the other night had a morbid pres-occcupation
with the past few years of my life and not with the reality of the present
or the probable possibilities rather than the more or less unliksly proba-
bilitiss of the futurs. Deapite the difficulties I've had (and have overcome), x
you need only to investigate those lives I've touched to detsrmine that I
was still a quality leader. I may not have been as good as I once weas,. At
this point I can be an even better one because of my experience and the fact
that I'm not limited by paranoia or depression or whatever other label you
care to choose for my psychological turbulencs,

After a thorough discussion of the issue and an inveatigation of pos-
sible outcomes, I have decided that I will not release the name of my thera-
pist. Also, he is unwilling to place his professional reputation and records
out for your inquiry and scrutiny. First and foremcst to me is the fact that
it's private and none of your businass. Secondly, due to the nature of his
sractice, there are several legal ramifications, obtaineble sub-poenas, pos~
sibilities of misinterpretations, etc., etc., otce If you ptill have questions
concerning my mental stability, they can be easily alleviated by a complete
psychological evaluation by a psychiatrist whose records can be fully pro-
tacted., The reality of the present and the likelihood of the future, not the
sroblems of the past, are the real issue. However, such an evaluation would
be a severe financial burdern. At my request, my therapist has supplied me
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with th'me of a comoetent osvchiwtr*sv.o would be willing
to do the evaluation. The choice is yours whetrer you insist
that I call hixz or not,

I ask that you re-instate my rep-istrnt:.on without furtrer
versecution, vunishwent, or oppresiion. Six months of suspen-
sion is punishment enourh for the one= larpse in propriety I am
guilty of. Certsinly, my record in millions of hours of con-
tact with young zen and woren bears out the fact thet I'm not

%2,29251.631 normally given to such lopses. I&m willing to accept up to
ILLINOIS zighteen months of probation if you are still thet unsure.
so340 In my younger days, in a striving for verfectionism (a
quality I shered with meany young achievers of toth yesterdey
and today), l.was often ocutsooken 2nd hasty in my critcism of
inadequate or dishonest professionals and volunteers. Being a
home ~grown boy, that stigme still follows me somewhat. Deapite
that, I've been one of the highest quality leaders this council
hes had. I close now with a statement on my philosovhy and advice
for living. It is the way that I long =2go versonally chcse to live
my life by.
"Always be good, for only in goodness is true greatness to be
found. Always be obedient, for it is in obedience to litile things

that we prove ourselves worthy and resronsibls tohandle greatsr things.

And, always help other people at all times, for it is only in helping
others that we find any true meaning and hepniness in life.”
Now then, you tell me what kind of a leader I make.

As, Always, -~
Gt

rry S. Sunshine Ruch
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Fairly late in the evening the pnone reng---a man zsked to szezk to

B : ont co the foot of the stairs and called - cexe

dewn from his bvedrcom to the second flcer., 4nen I got back to my
chair I lifted the phone o see 1f the conngction was made---1 neard
the man talkxing to -and for some rezson I cannot explein I did
not hang up. During their conversazion he called himsel? Sunshine a
numper of times. He 3lso on many occasions he szid "I love you,
-," Eacn time - replied "1 like you %co". This interchange
Fock prlace on numerous occasions. Alsc on more than one occasion
Sunshine ssid "-will you taxe off ail ol your clothes znd stand

in front of me?" ©racn Time -replied "Nc".

In Ye*ween these remsris thelr was guite 2 bit of small talk whicn I

dc not reczll protzdly because 1t was zocut matters winich did not mezn

much To me, HAcwever, Irom the rsmerks wnich are in guczes, there is

no cuestion in my mind thet "Sunshine” 1s a2 hcmesexuzl and snculd ncs

LSET. MLlNUuIes.

This event occurred on the evening of Sept. 28, 1983. This is a2 copy
>

I my father's letter ver catim, _
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I could see that yogere quite uneasy the night you left the note. I
would guess that you were doth hurt and confused, I would hope that »y now
you are more rational and rsasonadle; But you provadly do not want to hear
very much of what I am about to tell you, Indesed, if all indications are
correct, you will dismiss this whole discourse and underatand little if any
of the actual lifs reality involved. 8till, I feel compellsd to say a few
things and I Yelieve you honest enough to meke an attempt at understanding.
" I feel compassion and concsrn for you and your thoughts and feelings and can
understand where you're coming from b»ased on what you obviously delieve at
this time. I am also, howsver, sxtremely agitated and indignant. My moral y
standards are svery bdit as high as yours if not higher. I am B;Bl.'&‘ delieving
and BIBLE following fundamental Christian and simply do not do anything con-
trary to the teachings found in The Word of GOD. I do not do such things
for the simple reason that I believe they ars wrong. You yourself have known
me £or almost twelve years and know thay :y aetlons ars impeccadls. Even when
we have had philosophical disagreements, my motives and actions have always
Yeen urmistakeadly purs, I have never, nor will I ovax;, participate in any
actions sven remotely aimilar to what you ares obvvicusly suspecting. My »ast j
actions attest to the truth of that statement; and if that isn't good snough
for you, I invite you to scrutinize any and all past, present, and futurs
actions as closely as you wish to satisfy your own mind. This current mis-
understanding comes (I assume) from a certain hypothetical quolt.‘:on - phrased
in the ﬁ:annerz would you, if I asked you to, do ... , simply .'?ac;ule I ash;d- |
which I asked. I resspect your intelligsnce enough to know that you know ss
well as I that a hypothetical question hardly constitutes an immoral act
nor is representative in any way of immoral standards or am immorsal life-
styls. How many times have you hesrd somecns say something liko' "if I asked
you to, would you marry me!”? If you've ever svent much time working with
tesnagers and really listened to what they say, you would have heard that

countless times. Is that a proposal for marriage? I don't think even you would
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in a s¥se of "do you r'ly like me? Ars you sure? ¥ill 'et hurt if I trust
you? Will you still like me tommorrow? What about the day aftsr?”

Now them, my question of "Would you do anythinf I asked you to?" and
"for instance, if I asksd you to, would you ... just because I asked you to?*
ire very similar. If that's the caass, why would an apparsntly reaponéiblc,
mostly mature, ohviouaiy intelligeht person of my age ask auch questions?

Mow could anyones »e so desarate for agceptance and lc§o and caring that they
would actually get down on their knees and beg someone else to be theirnfriend
{whizh I have, I'n embarrassed to admit, I've done), What has happenad %o 2
person's free choice and options and opportunities that the only choice or
option they see that's left is suicide? I've threatened that several times

and attempted it three times.

All these things you never knew ahout me, nor ever indicated in any way
that you cared one way or another. -, despits his spoiled and pathlogi-
cally selfish and mmneuvering ways, at least said he cared., Zven théugh he
said so, I didn't belisve him. I couldn't believe him. I am not ahls to be-
lieve that anycne really cares about me, loves me,uncoﬁditiontlly (s BIBLICAL
concept ), or is even concerned whether I live or dis, I want to believe
ther's somecne. The omni-everything desire t; find anyons almost completsly
took over my lifs and thrsw me into deep devrmsssions and drove me to heavy
drinking. I'm seeing profsssional help about my problem. I admit, that at
this time, I am not the most wmentally stable person. I am not, at thi; t{Fe
or any other time, however, an immoral person.

Do you know what it's like to be totally alone in this world”? Do you
have any concept whatacever what it's like to have no ome at all on your side? 1
Then, try to face the regular pressures of modern existence not to mention
the severs stress of sextreme financial,pressurs and the disapvointment of
being turned down on over three hundred Jjob applications during the recent
months of last Cetober threugh Pebruary. Zven you would, at times, lose touch

with reallity. Zven the smallest prohlems seem to become inswracuntadls.

|
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my questions was some sor't‘ committment, a guarenttse th.someono would

still be my friend tommorrow. Can you sense the tears rising up and the

extremely fragile and sensitive emotions that surface??l may have been crasy,

ut never was I nor am I now about to lower my moral standards to the point

you have accused me of, Despite gains made in therapy, I was depressed and |
drunk the night I called. I had gone to the hall, aut the meeting was not

held there obviously, My questions were in poor tgsto lﬁd even poorer judge~
ment. They offended you and your family. For that, I was wrong and deserve
whatever retribution appropriate. I apologize, although I fully realize

that an apology i3 not some magic stardust that autmatically makes sverthing
&1l right again., I have been mentally mixed up and am making progress to
correst that, My troubles have exsremely little if anything at all to de

with what I apparently was accused of. You have seen fit toaspoint yoursel?
a8 some sort of self-made vigilante and have persecuted me entirsly out of
Scouting without even finding out exactly what happened or why., I have alrsady
forgiven you in zmy own mind; I do not bave a vindictive wone in my vody. I%

is an undenimdle faét, however, that what you did was,}ar, far more wrong
than what I did, despits the morality or good intentions of us oth.

I bhave always deen and will continue to de a2 constant and consistant
influence for good in the lives of young ven and women. I maks mistakes like |
everyone slse. I still Welleve I was right in the OA ineident with your -
- although I know you have still never forgiven me for that. Stfll,
you cannot deny the above statement and still Ye an honest man. I was con;onned
for one statement (or rather question) that was apparsntly totally misunderstood.
At this point, I can see how it could have been. Through therapy, I sm now
past that ( a5 well as the suicidal notions, if you care to know - a fsw months
Lzo & crisis such as this would have thrown me into another attsmpt)., I have
made rather remarkable and rapid progr&aa ariaing ocut of the crisis of this
situation and will e relessed from therapy in a matter of wageks if all con-

tinues to go so well. In a way, some good has coms of this whole mess anyhow,

|
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apart from the one you 'ed and is the purpose for this.tf.er, I don't
think I shall go into at this time).

As a closing comment on this dissertation, it has to be said that I've
hardly done anything severs enough to be suspended from Scouting the rest of
my lifs. For me, Scouting is & way of life., I've always taken seriously the
Scout Law and Qath sver since I first joined as a Cub and later on into Boy
Scouts, Mors recently, I have added toc the way I conduct my daily affairs,
the concept of Gheerful-Service., I live my daily life acscording to all the
principles of the Oath and Law and the OA, I can understand, under the osir-
cumstances, that it would be best to leave the troop ( our troop - I have
several yesars of my life investsd in it J3 dut I cannot understand your

-overly impetuous ideophrenia in driving me out of Scouting.

I leavs you now with a couple of poems I wrots. I think them appropriats
to close,

You Can't Be Surs

The words of a song, & whisper, !

A smile and my friends - though few;

The kaleidoscope patchwork of a jsmbled mind;

It's strange what harm a thought can do.

A single thought can mnake you sad

And lifs can make you lonely.

Mourning over friends you thought you had -

And maybe you do have a friend; only

You can't be surs,

11-72 »y "Sunshine’

Innceent Condemned

Rest sasy, though you wers innocent

they heaped you with scorn.
Time may wring truth, in the end they may mourn.
In their misunderstanding they thrust

the blade,
And as you were falling their victory cry made.
They thought it was best, that justice was

done, ¢
And thers at your side, remained not one,

The ones you befriended day aftsr day
Aere the cnes who smiled as they

laid you away.
Those who you would have done amything for
Should have remembersd your goodness
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they misunderstood . I
But when all thé& wrongs have settled,
the truth ashall remain, that is, you stood for what's good. ]

Rest easy, thou!h ypu wers innocent,

2-16-72 »y Xerry S. Ruch

Mow amazingly appropriate to what has hapoensd to me now. A poem by me about

AL sl
K, S."Sunshine Ruch

me. ¥ith all sincerity and humility:
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I was very much amaz.a;'xd sursrised that sou becuwms .olved in my
removal from the ranks of Scouting without a dissenting outcry. You have
kxnown me for years, You were my main assistant all four years I was Scout-
master, You have witnessed up close and first hand how I deal with -ecuvle
and especially how I deal with Scouts. Although you may not have elways agreed
with my tactics, deep down inside you know thet my moral character is pure
and imseccable. You also know that the past few years have been terribly une
kind to me. Perhaps I've been a little "off the wall" at times recently as
I've realed under the blows lifs has dealt me. I have not, however, lowered
my rather high moral standarda. You know something else? In all the years
I've known you and- neither of you sver offered your friendshi». Neither
of you ever invited me to dinner or called to see if I was all right. I care
2bout others, most of them young »eople, It tears me up inside to see young
ceodle who have all the talent and sotentdal one could possibly want and have
all that life left ahead of them but are not functionong to the limits they
could achieve. I believe without a doubt that _haa serious
orovlems. Perhaps I should have spent more tire on my own sroblems before
I tried to have an impact on his life. I thought we could help each other,
fou may not understand what all that has to do with the hypothetical question
I asked him. But, since you ars involved, you may as well know the rest of
it. Znclosed, you will find a copy of the lettsar I'm sending to- It is
not a full and detailed justification of what I said but might shed some light
on my intentions. Let me also remind you that it was something I said, not
what I 4id, that was blown doth out of proportion and context. I'm sorry you
did not have the courage to stand up and stoo this whole thing before I was
suspended from Scoutong for lifa. Scouting was =y lifs,

I have completed and besn released from therapy and am doing well pay-
cnologically and emotionally. Financially,.lfve not been buried yet, hut
{'z still running from the avalanche. I still like you and think you've

saccomplished 2 lot of gnod with your life. You wili be a welcome zuest in ay

l
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still guilty of caring, c‘ng too much, even when it's no.of‘ my business,
I have a dream. I dream of winning the lottery or something. I'd buy a house
and take in runeways, give them a home 2nd love and send them through college
if they want. I'd also help my best friend (he'll greduate high school this
year) and zy kid sister (she's a freshman at the University of Illinois

this year) through college. I'd also take care of my parents (they're getting
old) and ay brother (he doesn't work). I'd also finish my PhD in clinical
peychology specializing in adolescents and contribute my time to salvaging
lives worth saving. Ah well, someday, maybe someday. In the meantime, I

will continue to believe in my high moral standards - which do not include
what you and-have apparently sccused.me.of consviring to do. I will also
continue to dedicate my life to helping others in any way I can. I believe
in prayer and would appreciste your prsyers on my behalf. Take care of your-
self and continue to do the best you can. You mads a wrong judgement about

me. It may not te too late to correct the mistake.

A; Always, .
¥. S Sunshine Ruch’ ~
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Dear Can, }/an‘(\‘"‘-/ Con T premmeeT

I h~ve loang writad in Q:ing this lettar. I sup-ose it‘ long over-
due, but I feel I have a responsibility to crotect the inrocent {which in this
case is not limited to me only). I must, however, insist that you 1lift the
susgension upon my registration with the Boy Scouts of America. I, more than
most, hold leadership in the 3S5A as an honor and seek to elsvate and preserve
the high standards of leadership in our orgeanization. I don't need to tell you
that several in our leedership‘ranks not onlv fool nround behind their wives
backs, but also brag about it when they're "out with the boys". I do not
condone such tehavior nor do I believe that any sexual conduct outside of
moirrage; whether it te hetero-, homo-, or bi-sexusl; is either right or moral.
¥y moral standards are probably higher than most in our modern liberal soci-
ety. I have often besn referred to as a square peg in 2 round soclety (square
as in the scmewhat outdated connotative meaning). However, I do not flaunt my
standards nor do I go out of my wey to criticize those who believe differently.
I walk a path that is different from zost snd it is my difference Lhat cawees
others to guestion z=y conduct, I have naver, nor do I ever intend to particioate
in = morally impure act. In the particular matter in question, to be guite
frank, you don’t nave enough svidence %to heng a church mouse. Inde=d, =y
beliefs and my sast and current aistory would dispell any conjectures that
may have teen put forth. There are mothers who not only allow their sons %o
hang sround with ame, btut actively desire the relationship. I have always been
a powertul and oositive influence for good in the lives of the young men and
women I deal with. Many of them (males of course) snend nights and even whole
wealkands with me. To tell vou the truth, being gingle desvite its many advan-
tnges is sometizes a lonely provosition. I enjoy kids and some say I should
nave n~d twelve or fifteen of amy own. I erjoy having the company and joke
witr, their peresnts 2bout borrowing them becsuse I have none of my own. Due
to trhe woavwardness of fate while I was dnting in earnest and certain Tinan-
cie.ly 2ctarrassing oredicaments, I susrect thet I will %e single for some

ti-s %5 come. hnus, - will contianue .o torrow other oeorles kids. ti's funny
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also ;geculiar (if the ell'd. acusations are aven ;artially‘ue) thet in
over twenty-two years in Scouting of double and even triple registr=tions,
that nobody has ever questioned my moral pufity. It seems to me that what we
have nere is a clear cut case of hesty and over-znxious misjudgement resulting

in otscene deformation of character. I kmow two things. First of all, you were

1cting under the orders (recommendations) of one Mr. Walter Johnson when you
susvended my ragistration., Thus I don't hold you liable alone - he is also
included., Secondly, you are quite knowledgeable in legal matters. Since you
have defamed me in an area which bears seriously in the area of my li“es

work, a suié'in the amount of $125,000 aviece i3 not out of the question.

Indeed, it 18 quits conservative. I have only two quarters to go to recieve

my masters and a few more years to recieve a PhD in clinical psychology ’
specializing in adolescenta. I have umpired for over fourteen yesrs and have

Yeen friends with many many baseball ovlayers in the age range from eight to

eighteen. I have three years of leadership in the Girl Scouts of America,

I've taugnt fifth and sixth grade Sunday School for two years and substitutasd

for several more, run a youth gym »rogram for the Salvagion Army, coached

tasietball and footd»all, and have deen involved in numerous churech youth ,
zroups. In short, my entire lifs has been dedicated and devoted tao the betier- |
ment of youth and my future plans lie in the same direction. Let me remind ‘
you again that in all ay involvement with Scouting as I've said and with

all the other involvement with youth, my moral conduct has been proved—im:

neccable! As for Walt, he and I have not seen eye to aye since the first

weeks ne came to this council. We had a meeting at the Pebble Wood Clubhouse

iuat of £ Rte., 55 with several of the volunteers. At that meeting Walt lied

to us. Zeiny young 2nd not wise in the ways of Boy Scout politics, I called

him on 1i. We have not been friends aince although I2m sure he has long since

forgottien why. Unfortunatsly he has not forgotien how to lie nor has he

imuraves nis low opinion and dislike of volunteers (which he has often stated).

£

I Pirzly belizve, ss do at least a zmajority if nol most of the voluntsers

P
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Council would be to zet rid of Walt Johnson., Be that as it may, snd getiing
back to the subject at naMi, I don't really intend to sue y!u or ¥alt unless

I am forced to do so, My high moral integrity causes a netural aversion

to suing and joining the ranks of the sewers. Biblically, we are taught not
to be 3o concernad with retrieving possessions that have been stolen nor are
we to sue anyone unless all other avenues of sense and prosriety nave failed.

We are, howaver, to build and protect our good names and our honor. You will

find enclosed with this lstta;, a letter to the man who agparently started
this whole mess, It states the facts of the matter truthfully and honestly. ]
It's not exactly a full and detailed sxplanation of why I said what I did,

but you should be able to understand the gist of it and be assured of the
surity of my intentions. I have been released from therapy already. Also,

if you would like charscter witnesses, I can produce at least a dozen from
within the ranks of Scouting who have had close relationships with me and
more than two dozen who have had lesser relationships but are willing to

tzke a stand by my side, If you care for character witnesses from doth inside
and outside of Secouting, I can sroduce well over Tifty who have told me they
are wiliing to take a stand, I have very few good friends, bdut =my moral
integrity and utmost honesty will not allow those who know me %o belleve

that [ ever committed or even thought about committing 2 morally question-
able act, Now that's something to think about! There are several adult leaders
who don't even understand kids much less what I'm all about. Many of them
have no idea what's going on in the lives of the young men they are deali;g
with nor how to relats to them. A certain drinking incident at summer camp

a couple of years ago at the ignorance of their troow» leaders is only one
examole, I have always been close to the kids, some insist that my relation-
ships nhave been too close. I care, I care very deeply. That fact, and the

fact thet [ have a2lways spent more time relating to the kids than I have

to the adults; have no doubt contributed to my current prsdicsment. There

ars kids cul there scresming in countless sSilent and indirsct wavs 2or nelo.
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The young men in question in this incident is one of them. Soxetning I seid,
not what I did, was blown .h out of proportion =nd contex’l w23 trrying

3 help him as well as myself and [ want him protected ot all costs, H¢ has
enough nrobleams already. Take a deep breath and set your course firmly to do

what is rignt, not only in protscting the innscent tut also in re-inststing

my registration in Scouting. Thenk you for your kind ettention in tris matter.

Ag, 4lways, .
f7§;m&ﬂ§g4&wuojt~u GH%uJL\.
Kérry S. Sunshine Fuch
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November 1, 1983

Mr. wWalter D. Johnson

Scout Executive

Qupage Area Council, No. 148

PERSONAL AND CCMPIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Kerry S. Ruch

Dear Walter:

Thank you for the detailed information concerning the above Scouter. We
have reviewed this case with cur Attorney and have now placed this man on

the Confidential File.

Sincerely,

Paul I. EZrnst, Director
Registration Subscription &
Statistical Service -
eko

cc: Bast Central Region . |
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: 2Vl

Dace- Tirn

WHILE YOU WERE OUT

o ECE THe

Prones
Area Code Number Extension

| RETURNEDYOURCALL | |

/) AMPAD 23.0C0 20 SHT. P49
@ o IFFICIENCYD 23-0G1 250 SHT. DISPINSIR 20X
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BOY S(g)UTS OF AMERICA ¢

' October 4, 1983 n
SCOUTING/USA ‘

Mr. Paul Ernst, Director
Registration and Subscription Service
Boy Scouts of America

1325 Walnut Hill Lane

Irving, Texas 75062-1296

Dear Mr. Ernst:

This is to inform you of the action taken by the leadership of troop 106,
Knights of Columbus #1369, Naperville, Illinois, and the DuPage Area
Council in suspending the privilege of registration with the Boy Scouts
of America of Kerry S. Ruch, an assistant Scoutmaster in that troop.

The enclosed documentation will explain this action. [t was felt necessary
that this council join in troop 106's action in that Mr. Ruch is actively |
involved in a variety of council activities and committees from which
we feel he must now disengage totally.

Both council and troop leadership have been concerned for some time
about Mr. Ruch's actions without specific, concrete incidents upon which
to act, although, until this past summer, we did not suspect his moral
life style.

A standard letter, copy also enclosed, was mailed to Mr. Ruch informing
him of the council's action following a meeting with members of the
troop's adult leadership in which he was advised to disassociate himself
from the troop. The council president's letter was mailed rather than
hand-delivered in view of the diificulty of contacting Mr. Ruch in person.

A memorandum of the troop leadership's meeting with Mr. Ruch is also
enclosed. B

The DuPage Area Council and the committee of troop 06 strongly advise -
that the appropriate action suspending Mr. Ruch as a Scout leader be
taken by the National Council immediately.

Sincerely,

Enclosures

DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL » NO. 148  312-668-4457
P. 0. BOX 892 o ;
ON712 GARY AVENUE » WHEATON, ILLINOIS 50187

|
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BOY SABUTS OF AMERICA @

i ' September 30, 1983 .
SGOUTING/USA |

Mr. Kerry S. Ruch
P. O. Box 661
Naperville, [llinois 60540

Dear Mr. Ruch:

After careful review, we have decided that your registration ,
with the Boy Scouts of America should be suspended. We are
therefore compelled to request that you sever any relations |
that you may have with Boy Scouts of America.

You should understand that BSA leadership registration is a
privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone who applies.
We reserve the right to suspend registration whenever there

is a concern that an individual may not measure up 1o the high
standards of leadership which BSA seeks to provide for American
youth. Please also understand that this decision and the reasons
for it will be maintained as confidential.

If you wish to have this decision reviewed. please write to me,
explaining vour version of the facts supporting your claim that
your registration as a B3A leader should be granted or reinstated.

Siﬁerelva .

Ban Walker
Council President

ey : ‘

DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL » NO. 148 » 312-568-4457
P. 0. BOX 892
ON712 GARY AVENUE « WHEATON. ILLINOIS 60187

|
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